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Tothe ChriſtianRezder. 

JP Haveperned this conference anent 
| ceremonies; ſhort, that thine eyes 
== /houla u0t be wearied with the rea- 
ding of it : plaine, th ts ſhould 
not be troubled with 1 dtanding 
of it : generall, becauſe they are partt- 
cularly iniſundry treatiſes already hand- 
led, My p oe onely ts, the informa- 
tion of the ſemple and unlearned, 20 
guard their minds, that they bee not 
arawn or ftollen away from the truth, 
by theſe common and deceaving argu- 
ments, which are much in the monthes 
of thoſe who mind earthly things. /T he 

ptechmen init are,Coſmophilus,z#hat 

' 18,4 lover of the World: and Theophi- 
lus, that 7s, a lover of God. The love 

of the one of their two oppoſite objects, 
either 10 God or to the World, leads the 
oppoſite armies,whether of preachers,or 
of profeſſors in theſe decaying aayes,T he 
true badge of the lower of God, is, 244+ .. 
louſly to plead for God and his cauſe : 
although it ſhould be to his worldly dife 
advantage. T he true badge of _— 

0 


A Aa 


To the Reader; 


of the World, is toplead for the World, | 


and the belly-advantage: howſoever un- 
. dex a fair (althougha feleſſe) profeſ.. 

ſion. That proverb proves now ovey 

venter eſt in. 779%, The Þclly is bufte, and witty : 
cenioſus-ven and it wants cares. Tee may perceive 


cures. their wits from their belly, and their 


wealth toit. Sothat, althongh a lowd 


plain ſpeaking truth do meet theſe belly- 
mwitted-men in the teeth : yet they heare 
not, _ are deafe . for they have no 
eares where their wits are. But the day 
will d:we, when they ſhall be forced 10 


heare on the deafeſt ſide of their head. 0 


then,how careful ſhould we be, knowing 

the terrour of that day ,to perſwade men 

to the love of the truth: &x to perſevere 

in it our ſelves, preaſing to approve our 

ſelves both unto God, and unto the con- 

ſciences of men: that ſowe may receive 

that crowne of glory, that fadeth not a-' 
way.when the chief Sheephard jhall ap- 

peare. | 


 Worlds-bve the ſ>ule infoares in miny woes, 


Gods-love the ſoule repairs with mary Loes, ,. 


ter non habet pnany 1 this age __ us, who draw 
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| Rog - cohulis. Sea 
O OD morrow preciſe T beophile. b 
 Theoph, As muchto you polinck Cef- 
mophile. | 


C:ſm. Yee look very pale upon it Hou? 
Hath not,your tender ftomake as. ver digeſted 
the c:remoniall piluls, for the purging ot your: 
Puritan humors? | | 
T heoph. Well (omophile, yce make buta mock. 
of the matter of my mourning; yer I-will anfwer 
you in your own termes : ſurely they will never dis. 
geſt with me, - 
(4m, And why ſo 1 pray you T beophile? | 
_ Theoph, Becauſe they are ſo tuil of Antichriſti-; 


an 1ogredicnts, my ſtowake loathcs them, aud all. 


ſuch Romith Drogs and Dregs. 
(ſm. No Theophile , yee mult not fay ſo. The, 
ariiculars inthele arcicles, the practiſe where ot is 
preſently urged (excepr it be knee 'inv in rhe 5 of, 
receiving the lacrament) were in uſe in the prim » 
4 A 3 Uve 


(2) | 
tive Church, before the Antichriſt occupied the 
Roman Chaire. 


T heoph. I ſee (oſmephile, yee except kneeling its 
the aR,and thar iuſtly.: ſecing it hath! neither fa-" 


ther, nor mother, but the Ancichriſt in his tulf 
growth: and I am fory it ſhould find ſo many pro- 
teſtant patrons, As to the reſt, how ancient ſoever 
ſome of them may ſeeme to be, yer all were bur 
humane inventions, beginning and riſing with the 
Antichriſt, whatſoever the intention was. As for 
their uſe, ir ended in abuſe : their devotion in ſu- 
perltition : as it ordinarily befalles co all hu 
devices in matter of divine duties. And the Ane 
tichriſt having ſetled him(elfe in his throne, called 
themin, and many other alſo of thar quality, fo 
his coyn-houſe, and ſtamped them all with this I- 
dolatrous image, that henceforth chey might bee 
known for the -proper gnd peculiar coyn of his 
kingdome, where-ever they werc fouud current in 
the yorld. . 
oſm. O but they are now purged from all theſe 
abuſes, and ſuperſtitions. - . | 
T heopb, Indeed (uſmophile, it is no ſmall paines 
. would purge them. For although they be like wax 
in receiving; yet are they like brafſe in reteining 
the flampe of ſuperſtition : they arelike the Leo- 
pard, that cannot change his ſpots. 1 would think 
them then rightly purged, if the kirk were altoge- 
ther purged of them. They ſhould be purged as 
the fire purgeth the ſtubble; ſeeing they defile the 
puritie, 


of 
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2wo far one,difallowing. 


j $ : 
puritie, and deface the beautie of Gods worſhip. 
_ You muſt not think T beephile, that it 152 | 
ood reaſon toreiect any thing, .becauſe it hath - 
en, Or is in the Roman Church. ' 
'T beoph. The reaſon is good tnough C:ſmophile, 
and hoids well in theſe things, : without rhe which 
Chriſts Kirk may be, and abide in good caſe, ac- 
compliſhed with. all her orders and ornaments, - 


* wherewith the Evangell hath adorned her :,in 


theſetbings, which- (being. indifferent as yee ſay) 
have-been abuſed: and defled with jdolatry-: in 
theſe things, which, for the moſt part, are badges 
of the Rowiſh beaſt , and baits-to ſpperſtitionz;if 
the braſen ſerpent, Gods own ordinance being af- 
terward-abulcd to: idolatry, was broken and abo- 
liſhed; much more their. baſe and bruckle ceremor 
nies,mans invention, ſhould be... tio 
..;-{oſvs, O but ſome of theſe remaines T beophile, 
eyen in reformed Churches, and are;not much dif- 
allowed. by ſundry learped Proteſtant. Theologues., 
T heoph. True, they remain Coſmophile, but-aga 
black ſpat in a, faire face; which many of of, the 
godly-wiſe would be glad were-wiped away. Asto 
mens-:not: difallowance, or filengejtimakes not - 


Jawfulneſſe. . I. could give as learned Theolognes, 
2i;i Coſere It 18 .yQur miniſters T heophile, who miſ- 
informe and marre you, they might cafily; cloſe 
all queſtion and controyerſie about theſe mat- 
cters, if 1t pleaſed them. it nad BE 5s 
*&73 . T heogh. 
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(4) | 
-Theogh How ſo (oſmoph. what would you' havg 


them (ae? 


C:fſm 1 vould have them to propone and prove 


tothe peopl:, racſe chree n1taole poynis.* rt. the 
inciffcrenc. or lawfulveſſe-of-the rhings urged. 
2. The ſtrong and lawfull authority of ene urger, 
both King, and Kirke. 3. The grear hurr' will 
come co the parti urged, in caſe of ' diſobe- 
dirnce. + l a1 
T beoph Yepreſume roo high Coſmophile, topre- 
ſcrive poynrs of preaching to Paſt- rs,whoſe place, 
and grace is above your reach : and indeed ir were 
more cafie to propone theſe poynts, then ro prove 
them, Bur tell me, | pray you, with what conſct- 
ence and countenance they could preaſſe to prow 
the lawfulnefle of cheſe things, wherein ſuperltiti- 
on and profaniti have ſach'place, as is clearly 
proved in theſe rreatiſes, wherein-they are” pare 
ticularly handled. I will orely*in-gencrall [vive 
you ſome few ſtrong impediments that proifibire 
'this proofe., OIIETEE | FEE 
© (-fm--Whar are theſe ſtrong impediments yee 
prectend,T beopwle? | ng O10 28 CT ln PD VL 
T heoph: Þ will give you theſe three /emophils, T1, 
The bands of heir fidelity: 2. The credit of their 
mioiſteri?, 3. T he dutie they ought in reverence 
and charity, to'theic worthy predecefiors in this 
*our Kirk. 1.5: W216 (7728 
(fn. What call ye the bands of th: ir fidelity? 
 Theoph., Their oath and gheir —_— 
4 that 
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that confeſsion of faith, which rwo do bind us al. 
ſo w* ich arc profeſſors, : 
- Coſm. O but tt.eie bonds may be looſed. 

T heoph. \ couf. fle they may be violently -bro- 
ken but law tully looſed they cannot be. For an 
oath is che ſtrongeſt bond thar che ronpue can 
mak : and ſubicrip:i ion is the ſtrongeſt bond that 


_ the hand can make. If ye breake theſe bonds, tell 


me whar ſhall bind a man ? 

Coſms. I relt you T heoph.' our ſuperiours, King 
and Church may loofe them, 

T beoph. No Ceſmephile, rhat may they nor. For 
both conſented, yea and by their authority preſen- 
fed this.conte(sion,and urged theſe bonds on all : 
binding firitchemſelves, then others,to hold: faſt 
their profefsion, according to _thar- confeſsion, 
daring all the dayes of rheir life. So the bands of 
the grave muſtbind al, before we can'be loaled fro 
theſe bonds; Indeed Coſmophule there is harder,and 
faſter knots inthery, then ye conf? der of; namely 
mie band of rre oath. . 

{oſms, 'Whar b>rheſe I pray you T beophile 2 

- Theoph. In that band there is a double, and in- 
difſoluble knot, The one, the perſwaſion of- the 
trath. The orher :- rhe promiſe for the truth. 
In the former, the takers of the oath" ſolemn- 
ly: profeſſed : rheir perſwafion wrought in their 
hearts by Gods ſpirit, through his word, of che un- 
doubted truth of that religion doarine, and«difci. 
pline pp inthe Kirke of Scotland ar that 

time 


(6) 


the contrary, the deteſtation of all falſe religion, 
Papiſtry, and all the particular poynts thereef, as 
they were then condemned by our kirk. In the 


Jarrer, they folemaly promiſed to maintaine, de- 


fend, profeſſe,and pridiiſe that true religion, in all 
chepoynts chercof: and to abhorre and deteſt the 
Contrary. . 


(eſe. Ir is true T beophile, that bang and 'the | 


knots thereof , holds faſt upon the ſubRanrialll 
poynts of religion,doctrine, and diſciplne, which 
are unchangeable; but not ſo upon the change- 
able rites and ceremonies about them. 

T beoph. Surely (o/mophile, the matter of the 
oath, and ali the particulars thereof, are like a ho- 
ly Tabernacle, ſo joyntly and ſoundly compaGQeed, 
and knit together, that the looſing of one pin, 
'-bringerh perrill to ſhake all looſe. So albeit ſome 
might ſcem to be indifferent in themſelves ſeve- 
rally and apart confidered : yet ye muſt not thinks 

43t2 thing indifferent, to ſingle, and pick out the 
ſmall pinnes of it (as yee account them) at your 
pleaſure, leſt all (as is like this day) fall downe 4- 
bout your cares. | "(Nb 
.- Cofmz. But will you conſider Theophile, that your 
formes,and ceremonies for the which; and ours x 
gainſt the whichyee ſtand, have not entred in that 
oath, being bur things indifferent. m 
T heopb. Yes but they have (oſmophile : for in.lt 
ours1n generall termes are included,and yours ex- 

? y cluded, 
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gimme: and after to be continued therein : and by 
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rites. 
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daded, and abjured. Farther, this oath is relative, 
and hath reſpc& ro the former confeſsion, bookes 
of diſcipline,and acts of aſſemblies.By the which 
particularly, and expreſly our formes were 
received, ratified, and paſſed under practiſe, as a- 
grecable to Chriſts ordinance : and yours rejected, 
and debarred out of our Kirk, as Antichriſftian 


Coſm, That oath T heophile, ſo farre as it concer- 
ned theſe outward, and alterable formes, or the 
like, was bur indefinite, and conditional! : that is, 
ſuch formes as it ſhould pleaſe the Church for the 
time to appoynt, continue, or change, according 
to that power and libertic ſhe did profeſle herfelfe, 
in ſundry acts of aſſemblies, to have over ſuch in-., 
different things. | 
T heoph. It was both determinate and abſolnte 
Coſmophile, even in theſe formes, and ſuch was the* 
mind of our Kirk at that time, which (as I ſaydin 
the former anſwer) received ours, and rejected 
yours. So that her Profeſsion of her power, in the 
change of things indifferent, extends not to their 
tormes, which are ſo particularly and by name ex- * 
cepted : and the great ſeale of that ſolemne pro- 
miſe ſet upon the continuance in reteining of the 
one, and in outholding and withſtanding of the 
other. | 
Coſm. T think T heophile, that was an unadviſed 
Oath, in reſpe& of theſe indifterent formes, which 
ſhould not be made the ſubjeR of an Oath: ſering 
they 
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(8) 
they are ſo ſubje& to changes. 

T beoph, I think Coſmophile, ye are evill adviſed to 
.condemne ſo wiſe, and worthy a Kirk, conſiſting 
both of preachers and profeſſors of all eſtates, in 
an errand of ſo greatunportance, as if they had 
not known, nor keeped theſe inſeparable conditi- 
ons of a lawfull oath, which the Lord himſelfe ex- 
prefſed, Ierem. 4. 2. That an oath ſhould bee in 
Truth, and ſo not talſe: in Judgement, or diſctcri- 
21, and ſo nor rath : Io /«#ice,and ſo not unrigh- 
cus, Or Inequitable, The firſt and laſt reſpeR 
chi-fy the marter of a lawfull oath; and the mid, 
the manner, Now' thar this oath was given in 
rrurh, and to the truth, 1tiscleare, becauſe they 
ſwore their reſolution and perſwaſion of the 
eruth of theie heades contained therein, Thar 
ir was given 1n judgement, not raſhly or unad- 
viſedly (as yee ſay) it is cleare, by the words of 
the confeſsion, where it is ſayd, that after long 
and due examination of theiriconſcience , being 


chroughly r-folved 1n the trueth by the word and _. 


Spirit of God, they gave it. That it was given 
in juſtice, it is cleare, becauſe all the particulars 
they {wore too, were, and are agrecable to 
GODS word, ſerving for the edification of 
the Kirke, and- overthrow of the kingdome of 
$athan, and of his eldeſt ſonne the Antichriſt ; 
and ihar their tormes , which yee call indifferent, 
were not ſuch in the judgement of our Kirke, 
when they appoynted the one, and diſcharged che 

other, 


Rernonmnrnmo 
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FO > 
ether, is evident by the. religious-and grave rea- 
ſons given for their ſo doing. As that ours were 
according to Chriſts inſticurtion, agreeableto the 
ſimplicitic of the Evangell, profitable for the 
preſervati6n of the purity of Gods holy worſhip, 
and eſchewing of the occzſfions, and countenance 
of {uperſtirion, and conformity with Rome: bur 
yours by the contrary. 

(oſm. 1 ſee then Theophile, yee are loath to grant 
theſe formes to be indifferent. 

T beoph. That T am (Gſm. and although T ſhould, 
yee would be little neerer your purpoſe, For it is 
neither the pnadviſcdneſſc of the maner ; nor the 
the indiffcrencie of the matter of an oath , will 
looſe the band thereof once layd on, as long as 
the indifferent matter is nor turned toa finfull 
uſe,or abuſe. Although ſuch caſes might” poſsibly 


hinder the making of it : it is onely the unlawful. 
neſſe looſes ail. The oath which Toſua and the 


Princes of Iſrael gave to the Gibeonires, Iof.9.14. 


15. was unadviſedly made: for they conſuſted not 
(ayes the text) with the mouth of the Lord :' yet 
it was adviſedly keeped, for the religious reve- 
rence to the great and glorious name of God, If 
yee be able to prove, that our formerly eſtabliſhed 
formes are turned unlawfull; unprofitable, ine- 
quitable, profane, or ſuperſtitious, goe to, try 
your wits. Your Biſhops and Doors publickly 
profefled they would not,they could not. 


Ee rr 


woe 


C_ 


(6 (-) 

Coſm. Yea but ſor all that Theophile, your for: 
mer formes mult to the doore. 

T beoph. Sure then (om. yours muftfly in at the 
window: For ye have no lawtull warrant to bring 
them in, in the roome of ſo 01d and kindly poſlef. 
ſors, who have all your lyfrent rakes, ſworne, and 
ſubſcribed to them, to ſtand ſure, under the pe- 


naltic of that dreadful damnation, jn the great day | 


of the Lord. B:ſide in ſo doing, ſhall yee not un- 
dergoe the guiltineſſe of double perjurie by the 
violent cje&ion of the one, which were ſworn to: 
and the fraudulent and forcible intraſion of the 0- 
ther, which were ſworn againſt. 

(ſm. Yeaggreage the marter irangely T heoph, 
in making ic both finfull and hurtful], 

T heoph. 1 will add the third alſo Coſm.. ſhameful, 
Conſider that worthy example of gaod Abraham, 
and yee ſhall ſee that, and more, Gen.14.22.23, 
When the king of Sodom offred ro him the goods 
which he brought back, afrer barteil againit the 


Kings, he refuſed to receive them, and why? I have | 


hift up my hand, ſayes Abraham, zo the Lord, the moſt 
high God, the poſſi ſſor of heaven that ? ſhould ſo doe : and 
wherefore that? {rf} the King of Sodom ſhould ſay, 1 
have made eAbraham rich? Abraham thought, that 
had been to him a grear difcredir, and ſhamefull 
{ſhander. Now have we nor all litt up our hand to 
this LO R D, the moſt high GOD, poſ- 
ſefſor of heaven and earth, that we ſhall continuc.in 
the maintenance and obedience of theſe comely 


@ 
> 


and 


—_— 
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(ur) 
and cuRomable formes of our Kirk, and not t5 
borrow, beg,or bring back again theſe te-rmes ab- 
horred, and abjured : leſt, beſide both finne 21-4 
ſkaith, ro our great diſgrace and ſhame, 1t ſhouid 
alſo beſayd : The antichriſtian King of ſpiricuall - 


Sodom, hath enriched, or rathcr bewitched us. 


Coſwr. I will leave now the purpoſe of the oath 
T heoph. and come to the perſor:s who 1t concerns. 
Howſoever,it would ſeem that theſe who have per- 
ſonally taken ic, cannot be freed from the bonds - 
of it : yet ye know, ſuch as were not come to per- 
fe& yeares at that time: who haye never perſunal- 
ly taken it: as alſo the ſucceding poſterity ,are noe 
bound by it.” 

T heoph, Indeed (ſme. (to paſſe by the profefſ- 
ſors, whoſe calc is alike with preachers) there are 
few cither among our Miniſters, or among your 
Biſhops,who are not perſovally bound, both when - 
they paſled their courſe jn the C ulledges of Philo- 
ſophy,and when they entred in the office of the 
Miniſtery, beſide the renewing of theſe bands ſun- 
dry times ſince in particular ſynods, and Afſcm- 
blies. As to thele forenamed, who have not per- 
ſonally taken ir,or in time comming (hall nor, they 
are bound really. Becauſe this bond of their pa- 
rents and predeceſſors (who at that time repreſen» 
red the whole body, and all ſorts of the members 
of our reformed Kirk) as upon their parrs it «ay 
perſonal) : ſo alſo it was real, paſsing to th-1r 
children, being about a matter which;curce: nd 

Choc iD 


: (12) 
theirgood and welfare; as well as theirs,who took 
the oath. Now tocleare this poynt Coſmr If that 
oath of Iſrac] to the Gibeonitcs, bound old, and 
yong, parents and poſterity, in a matter more pri- 
vate, and of lefſe imporrance (albeir the oath was 
obtained by crafr, and ignorance ) mnch mote 
doth this oath binde , 1n a+ matter ſo pub. 
lick, ſo profirable, and with ſuch knowleder, con. 
ſcience, d-liberation, reſolu-ion, and perſwaſtan 
made unto God. | | 
. (om. Thar oath of [ſr1e} Theoph.concerned this 
preſent life - but this 0a*h concerne's onr r<ligion; 
and the life to come: (> they are not alike, 
- T heoph. Tr 1s true Coſm. the two lives 5re not a- 
like. Bur as for the oath, if the band of t hold faſt 
an-ne the one, and the ma'ters beloriging there. 
ro : tell me, by what reaſon it (houid nor far more 
hold in things concerning the orher ? If even 
common civiil bands, or worldly contr:Qs with- 
our an oath, binds parents and predec-ſſors, who 

make it : and chi'!dren and poſt: rity, who made 1t 
not : much more (ſhou'd this religious con:raQ, 
- and holy covenant,fealcd both with oath and (ſub- 
ſcription, binde both ro the conſtan: profeision, 
and praRiſe of that truth, w!-ich is :ccording to 
godlineſſe, Did not that re'1gious vow which Io- 
ſua made, chap.24 if I and my fathers houſe(ſayes 
he) will ſerve the L-1d, bind not on«]y thoſe who 
were pre{-nt, but even his poſteri ie rbr- ugh their 
generations ? Did not that ſtone whici:-Ioſua ſet 


up 


up a$ 3 witnefle of the covenant, which the people 
did'make to forfake all ſtrange Gods, and to ſerve 
the Lord, verſ. 26; continue a witneſle of the tran(- 
greſsion of children and poſterity, who (after Io- 
ſua and all the Etders thar our-lived him, were 
dead) brake that covenant, and ſerved: Baalim, 
Jud. 2..1 2: Did not likewiſe that ſolemne oath and 


- covenant made by Aſa King of Iuda, and his peo- 


ple,that they would ſeck and ſerve God, 2.C hron. 
15. bind all,old and yong, parents; and poſterity, 
among whom, ohoſercr aheronrdfull away,were 
even guilty of the breach of this particular oath 
and covenant, as well. 2s of the general] covenant 
to be Gods people. Here arc in the like caſe, like 
examples. « : "0 S/ 
' Com. T grant T beoph, your reaſons move me al- 
molt to be of your minde, | 

Theoph. I would wiſh {ofw. your almoſt, were alts- 


gether. And now inend Iintreat you, ſeeing an oath 


ſhould be the end of all controverſie, Heb: 6. that 
ye would once end al] corroverſie about this oath. 
and as ever yet would dwell in the mountaine of 
God, learn to make greater conſcience in keeping 
the great oath of God. Beware of dangerous and 
damnable jugglery, to play faſt and looſe, with this 
ſo holy and religious a band.R m« mber,and con- 
ſider that fearfull example of Ezekiah king of In- 
dah, 2, Chron. 36. 13. who breaking rhar oath 
which hee made by God to the King of Babel, 
but a man, but an Ethnick _ received ſuch an 


OO On C4) | 
hatd and heavy challenge, and threatning fron 
the-Lord; by-his Prophet Ezckiel, cap. 17. 18. 19. 
eA' 1 lwe, ſayth the Lord, 7 Will ſurely bring my oath, 
that he bath deſpiſed, and my covenant that be hath bros 
ken,upen bys own bead. O! may not they look for the 
like challenge one day, or a heavier, who doe wit- 
tingly and willingly break that covenant, and cef. 
- that oath,made by God himſelf, ro God him- 
ELIE. 4 


T heoph. which you call the credit of their miniſtty: 
What 2? will you haye them to ſtand upon the 
poynrs of their reputation? _ . 

T heoph. Surely Coſm. as Men I ſay nothing : but 
as Mintlicrs I ſay they ſhould. For if they lofe the 
* Credit of their calling, they loſe alſo the fruit of 
their Jzbours in 1t. .1f they in publick preaching 
tha!l turn their rongues, and allow thoſe,as lawful], 
and religious rites, which betore they cendemred 
as Romihh reliques : may it not be juſily fayd,that 


their preaching is not yea and eAmen : but yea and | 


ney,2.Cor.18.20. Will not the ftmple people (ay, 
what ſhall we bcleeve now, when one and the (elfe 
ſame tongue ſpeakes contraries from the chaire of 
truth? Will not the Papiſts rejoy«1ng,fay? Take up 


your Minifters Bow, yce may ſee.tt tl.eir tal} 1 p be |, 


worthy of trufiing, who whiles aftirmes,wt. les de- 
Dics : whiles difallowes, whilcs allowes, the ſclfe 
fame things.Surcly a pulpit contradiGion drawes 
- Fitch it a (clfe conviction, and 2 jult imputation of 
levuy, 


$6 | 


{*/m. Now come to your ſecond impediment | 


(15) 


| fevicy andinconſtancie in pteaching, farre worſe 


then if it were in praGiſe - and that which 1s worRR 
of ;1',a comfortles deſertion of the ſpiric of power 
and grace. 

Coſmm. But they have been too raſh T heophile, in 
their Sermons, ſpeaking agaivſt theſe things : 50 
they muſt not be aſhamed to recant, and confeſſe 
their overſight, | | 

T beoph, Yee are butra(h in ſo ſaying. They ha 
the warrant of Gods word; and the warrantof rhe 
Ads both of Kirk and kingdom for them, ro ſpeak 
againſt ſuch ſuperfluous,and ſuperſtitious ceremo- 
nics. So recantartion here, were but the incantation 
of ſome traniporrting paſsion, as feare,favour,ava- 
rice, ambition: and confeſsion of an overſight, 
were 2grear overſight in the.not conſtant p:otel- 
ſing of the formerly avowed truth. I have (cer. the 
day (ofms. when even your principal] pillars have 


ſpoken zealouſly againſt rhem alſo, Bur this late 


indifferencie of theirs, with the followirg commo- 
dity, hath cooled and quenched their tormer fer- 
vencie. | | 
Coſm, Now to come to your third impediment 
T beoph, let me ſee what undutifulnes the receiving 
back,and praQtifing of theſe cercmeanies can im- 
port upon your miniſters part, to their predecel- 
ſors in this CH-urch. 
T heopb. By ſo doing (om. they,ſhovld (fo farre 
aS in them lyeth) difcredit all then firmer care, 
knowledge,and conſcience of ſo many grave,god!y 
B 2 and 


ſ 
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 4ndTearned men, who in ſo many lawfully called, 
and well conſticuce Aſſemblies, by conſtitutions 
wiſcly and adviſedly enacted; according ro Gods 
word,did eſtabliſh in our kirk theſe forms of ours, 
fo long poſſeſſed to the great good, and edificati- 
on :hercof : and did baniſh yours back to Rome, 
wherire they came : yea for. fauited them, never to 
be reduced,or reſtored. 


Coſm, YctT heoph. for all vee have ſayd, if theſe 


things be in themſelves indifferenc,or lawtull, why 
may they not be teceived? _ 
T heoph. Yee would bee anevil Mufitian (ome. 
+phale, yer: ſing ever one ſong, and ſtrike ever upon 
one ſiring. Bur give me licence toqueſtion you a 
 Ittle; Why confound ye indiftcrencie and lawful. 
'tefſe ? Seeing (to ſpeake properly and ſtritly) in- 
diffrencie is in eſp: & of the nature of a thing:and 
tw fulncfſein reſpeR of the iſe of it, It 15 true, we 
'havealibetty mthings indifferent, to doe, or not 
to doe : bat when wee come to the particular and 
dererminarte a or. uſe of rhem, if they be found 
expedicnt and profitable, then properly are they 
counted and called lawful.' But this is your cuf- 
tome Coſmophile, under the generalitie, ambigui- 
tie, and plauſible ſound of words (paſsing by the 
proper fignification of them) to colour all your 
pu:poſes, which you propone: that yee may 
| Neale away a concluſion by appearance, where 
therc is nv logical or lawful conſ<cquence. 


Cofw. 
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ofmeph. T wil anſwer to your firſt queſtion 


Theophle , I call them thiogs 1ndifferent in theme 
ſelves, which are neither commanded nor forbid- 


 denby Gods word : and ſo neither goud norevil 


in themſclves. 
T beoph. Then if ſo be (oſmoph.are ye not. forbid- 


-denby Gods word, and told, that it is nor good * 
f to plead and perſecute ſo hotly for them, as yee 


doe? And is this a good argument of yours, 
Thoſe things are indiffcrent in themſelves, thar is, 
neither commanded, nor forbidden,neither good. 


- Nor ill : Therefore we yvil have them reduced, ' 


and repoſſefled in our Church, Indeed (oma 
phil-, ye have need to learn better Logicke from 
your Do@ors , For it is not the indifferericie of a. 


thing, tha will vvarrant the admiſsion, farre 1c ſe 


the readmiſsion of, it againe into a_ Church, 
Yee mult come ro the uſe, wherein a thing isnei, 
ther evil nor good, lawful nor unlawful , cxpe-. 
dient nor inexpedient. And if yee can prove, chat, 
your formes in their uſe are expedient and profita- 
ble, and ours not at all, or lefle thin yours, I fhal 
approve, 

(vſmoph. Thinke yee then Theophile, that there 
is ſuch ſuch difficultie, or rather 1impoſsibilicie in, 
that probation? 

T beoph. [ think it certainly (Gſm. that even your 
Philoſophers fone, that yee ſo brag and boaſt of, D.l. 
ſhalnot be able ro turn this1exd imo gold. | 

Com. And why ſo T heophile? 


B 3 bY oph. | 


(13) | 
T beoph., Will ye Coſm. put them to the trial! of 


that true touch. ſtone, of theſe Apoſtolicall rules, 
order , comelineſſe, edification, peace, charity, 


Rom. 14. 1. Cor, 14. ye ſhall eaſilyperceive, what 


yee and they both prove. Let wotull experience 
this day bz judge, and give our ſentence.” The Pa- 
piſt, an4 Proteſtant are ſo confounded in the uſe 
of your formes, that hardly in outward ſhew can 
they be diſcerned: anſweres that ro order? The ob- 
{curing and defiling vaile of Anrichriſtian ceremo- 
nics,drawen upon the comely puritic, and fimpli- 
Citic of the Evangell,agreeth that with comelines ? 
The weak ones oftended,& diltraacd with doubt- 
ing,what hand toturne to : the Papiſts heartved 


and hardned in their ſuperſtition : che ſtronger, 


and wel reſolved grieved to ſee things go fo;makes 
this for edification? By diſſ-ntion and diviſion, the 
bowels of a motherly Kirke rented ; 'ftands this 


with peace and charity 2 So theſe rules clearly re-. 


veale how perillous and pernicious your formes 
are: put caſc in themſelves they were never ſo in- 
different. : 

C:ſm. Will yeeYaok T heoph. tothe example of 
our nerghbour Kirke, ſo wiſe and learned, which 
uſeth and maketh fo much ot theſe formes. | 

T heoph. Wee will keepus within the boundrod 
(oſm. and ſay nothing, or little,of our neighbours, 
among whom many both worthy preachers and 

prof: fſors,have ever, and yet doe,ſtand our againſt 
them. Quey his farre for the form and _ of 
their 


"IR 


| (19) JeIFe: | 
cheir Kirk : their caſc and ours is very farre diffe- 
rent. They arc free (although not of every conſci- 
encious band) yet of the bangs., which; beſide 
theſe, bindeth us ſtrialy, As 1. the band of Oath. 
2. Subſcriprion. 3.10 long peaceable pcſk ſ$ion. 
4. pablick profels0n. 5. uniforme practile; alt 
ſtanding ano pleading for our formes: and againſt 


' yours. They have continued and kept them ftill,- 


which our Kirk did ſo adviſedly caſt out, and fo. 
long hath holden out,as peſtilentialclours ef that 
Romuſh intc Give luperſtirion. So if ye-would leave 


your unlike examples, and your jang ling in geve- 


rals, wherein ye take roome to rcele, avd 1unng to 
wavy ttarting holes: and if ye would conſider pats 
ticularly whar 15 tbe ſingular caſe of our Kirk! wh 
this re ſpit, ye would be torced to confeſle, rhar it 
is not a thing Jawfull, nor incifterevt; to-reduee 
them. And albcit in the judgement of fome Theo+ 
logues, where ſame of them are in a Kirk, and cane 
not without the diſlurbance of the peace: ther-of 
be removed, they may be tollerare : yet all jo one 
minde affirme, that being once removed, their re- 
duRion is not tollerable. The ccnfideration. of 
this-poynt Coſmv. I hope ſhall ciole your minde, if 
not your mouth. | 


.. : (£ſ#7.' What T heopb. is not peſi-clou's , . and 


cloathes ofr-rtimes: cleanſed, and fo applyed to 
good uſe? Will nor caretull preaching cleante ail? 
. T heoph. Seeing yee urge preaching (4m. go to: 
ſhall nor this be a particular poynt of it, that all 
B 4 the 
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ved. Whar wil become then of your cortniduiey? 


The truth is Cof#s. as long as that man of fin hath- 
place upon the face of the earth, they wil never be- 


cleanſed. And as for preaching; it is 8ppoyrred by- 
God, not to cleanſe them, but to conſume them, - 
2nd him both. 2:Thefl.2. Indeed Coſm. ye may be 

the Popes Penſioner,for the paines ye.take tovent,' ' 


and adyance his wares.. - +. | 
{oſm, Yer ſeeing other things T heoph, which 
have: been abuſed .to ſuperſtition, are purged; 
and-retained : as for example, our Teryples, and. 
Churches, whercin the true God. is now truely: 
worihipped : tell me, why may.nor theſe ehings 
th like manner be purged and retained? + 
- Theoph. | deſire you before (ſm. ro hold off 
your urhike examples, but yee doe not : therefore 
by anſ{ver either ro contentyou, or convict you, 1 
ſay 1. Temples,or Kirkes « wy 2 a-needfull ofe, both 


natural and civil, 4n'the commodious, and comely | 
conraining of prople, for the publick practiſe of. | 
Gods wotſhip. $0 the abuſe may be purged, and . 


they rerainzd. Bur the belt uſe of your ceremonies 
is bur abufe, which being removed, they fall,as idle; 


and fe&teſſe things, to the ground. : 2. Albeita. | 


Kirk be che place, wherein God is public kly wor- 
ſhipped : yer jt hath no place or ſtare in the exerciſe 
of that worlhip, as any part, poynt, or ceremony 


thereof: a9 your formes have. z. Sometimes ſome. 


re? 
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PRE. - 
needful circumſtances may require, even the Tem- 
ples'ro be removcd,and razed : as the Temples of 


Idols were in the dayes of Conſtantine, and Theo- 


dofius,iwo godly Emperours, 64 
(*ſm. Would your Miniſters T heoph. in their do- 
Qrine; tell the people, that theſe ceremonies ſhould 


be,and are uſed, wirhout any Papiliical ſuperſtition- 


and opinion of merit, of inherent holines, and ef- 


ficacie,or of nece($ity,as ifthey werecſſential parts 


of Gods worſhip, this would purge ali: 

\ T heoph. It they thould ſo doe (oſmophile , how 
would you purge them of the ſlander of incon- 
ſtancie, who before in their doGrine, have told the 
people ſo oft, that ſuch ceremonies ſhould not be 


uſcd at all, becauſe ſuperſtitious. And albeit they-' 
ſhould ral, and tel} again,as ye preſcrive, what aflue- 
' rence have ye; that therby the hearts and minds of 

ſimple people ſhould be purged of that narurall in-' 
clination they have to'yperitition': ſo long as the - 


_ 6bjeRs & occafrons of it ſtand intheireyes: And 
ſo much rhe rather, when they ſee ſuch things ſo 


violently enforced, as if they were matters of grea- 
teſt efficacie and neceſsity in Gods worthip, I muſt 


ſay Coſm. lele wit makes meekle travell, Were it not: 


betrer to fill up the pit, and ſo to take away all Jan- 
gerof fYling init:then ro ſpend rime unneceſſarily 
eo warn folks to goby it, pho notwithſtading,poſ- 
fibly through forgetfulnes, carelcſnes, or want of 


light,mighrfal into it? Preachers & preaching may 


be better imployed, then to be made ſlaves to your 


CEreMOoe 
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ceremonies, by giving c-ntinuall warning to faif 


from their ill, when no ſound warrant can be given'- 


for their good. 

(*fov. Now ſay to the ſecond poynt T heoph. may 
not the authority of King, and Kirk, lawtully res 
duce and impoſe theſe tormes? 


T heoph, They may not (oſm. in reſpe& their 


hands are already bound by theſe former bands: 


they muſt come from ſome new found land, or go. 


to it, who make this thing. 

Coſuws, But anſwer me T beoph, is there not law- 
falncſſe,and ftrengrth in their authority to do it ? 

T heoph. I have anſwered that already in e fic, 
Cofm. Buc I will adde this further : It is true, God 


_ given authority to both, but with this reſtric- 


rion, and dire&ion,(ſayes the Apoſtle Paul 2.Cor. 
1 3. 0.) not for the deftruttion, but for the edification of 
bs K:1k, For the power of authoritic is the power 
of equi:y, and not of injury. Now by urging to 
re-<difie that, which was juſtly deſtroyed : and ro 
deſtroy that, which was lawfully built; what hu- 
mane authority can free the doers from tranſgreſ- 
fion,Gal.2. or themſelves from guiltineſſe, * —/ 
. Coſm, That hoids onely T b-oph. in mare 
ſubſtance,according tothe Apoſtles meaning, an 
- Not in matrers of cer: monies. | 
T heoph.Ic holds both in ſubſtance and ceremo- 
ny, Coſm, where the <dification of a Chriſtian ſoule 


d 


may bee hurt, or the courſe of the Goſpell hin- 


dcered, | 
| Coſm. 


* 


© 
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| - ' Coſm. Yecurbethe power and authority of the 


King, and Churct: ſtrangely T heopb.that denieth it 
to chem even in tings indifferent, ES 

(ofm.1 have toid you (ojm.thar there is nothing 
indiftcrent, that breakes theſe Apoſtolicall rules. 
Mas authority is not abſolute in things indiffe. * 
rent; bur je 15 tied to theſe former (ſcriptures: from 


| the whici,if it vary, it wants the warrant of divine 


au:hority. | 
Cefor. But T beoph. this twofold Chriſtian autho. 
rity, takes away ail perril of offence, and prejudice 
again(t the'e rules. 
T heoph. One thing ſayd ,,and another thing 
ſeen, Coſm. We ſec ſenſibly, it rather continues and 


. qncreaſ.s offence. For the hearts of the lovers of + 


the truth, of King, and Kirk, are exceedingly grie- 
ved, when chey {ce humane authority enforcing, . 
what divine authority hath forbidden : And the 

hearts of the enemies to all, worderfully com- 


| fort:d, when they ſee authority ſo favour and fur. 


ther their formes. For then there is no. perill of 
oft nce, when the expediencie and utilitic of the - 
uſe of things indifferent, is exident : bur if that be, 

not, the injun&ion of authority is very inexpedi- 
ent, unproficable.and doubleth the danger. 

(ſm. The Papiſts T heoph. have but ſmal cauſe 
of comfort hereby. For ye ſee how farre we differ 
from them in poynts of doarine, 

T heoph But if ye wil call ro mind (b/mr.how they 
place almoſt the life of their religion in their cere- . 

: monies 
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monies, and that by them the very power and py: 
riry of true religion, have been pecce and peece 
weakned,and worn our; ye ſhal caſfily perceive, that 
they cannot bur conceive a great hope, that we ſhal 
with time, by following and affeRing ſo fervently 
their formes,fall in likewiſe upoa their faith. - * 
Coſm. Ye perceive not T beoph, the wiſe intent of 
authoriry;to draw the Papiſts ro us, by conform. 
ing in ſome. meaſure in outward (hewes, or cere- 

monies to them. | | DN 
T bes. Wel (oſns. that intent had neyer yet a good. 


event. For it is the exprefſprecept of God in ſcrip-. 


eure,both of old & new ceſtament , that we ſhould 
be inevery thing{(ſo farcas poſtibly can be) unlike 
to Idolaters. We are comanded to come out of Ba- 
bet,both'in conſcience and countenance,in inward 
affcRion,& ourward faſhion: in ſubſtance and cere- 
mony. We are commanded to beware of Idols: ro 


hate and caſt away their garments, coverings, & or- 


names: and to eſchew every appearance of their, 
evil. It proves hever well to bee wife above that 
which is written. Before yee had yeelded to their' 
' ceremonies, ye ſhould have ſeen them in fome mea- 


ſure,yeild ro your ſubſtance. Ye have been over ſud- 


den Coſm. 'in going awayward to Rome, to meet 


them: but who ſees, that they have'any mind to: | 
meer you mid-way. Ye think to draw tkemto you: 


but ye have choſen the wrong cords, their own ce- 


remonies, by the which they will draw you neerer . 
ro their Babel:then ye ſhal do them to your Ieruſa- 


? 
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 Jem.And if they ſeem to draw neere toyol by ſuck 


means, ye had need to beware of Tudas kifl, tha is, 
treachery & cruelty under the cJoke of hypocriſi ic 
(fm. Yeare too much afraid for fo few ,honelt & 
innocent cerernonies; the peaceablerecevirg wher- 

of, wil make you quit of the cumber of any moe, , 
T heoph. Itis not your word or vote will cleanſe 


1. rthern,they have been ſo oft convict & condemned 
' and to receive one ceremonie,is tq receive all. For 


they are nor looſe, bnt linked,as in a chain, ſo inſe- 
arably,that draw one, draw all. It is bur your po- 
ici roler ſore few, that look moſt ſmoothly, ap- 
care, & to hide the reſt, which wil follow hard on, 
" Coſm. Let alone Theoph. trouble not your (elfe; 
your ſhallow wit cannot conceive the dravght of 
ſodeep wiſedome, 
. T heoph, Ic may wel be a deep wit, bur it ſeems '0 
be no divine wiſedorn, to trouble the peace of ſo 
vvell a conſtitute Kirk,by intruding ſuch idle cere- 
monies; 2s if there were worth in them, to counter- 
yaile the meanett point of that peace, Surely even 
an approved politick wit, would be loath to make 
ſuch an interchange : ſeeing any one of the leaſk 
points of the peace of Chriſts Kirk, is worth all 


' your gracelefſe and peaceJeſſe ceremonies. 


{f. Now 1 de fire to have your particular anſwer 
ſeveraily: firſt tor the au:hority of our Kirk. Have 
not'the conclutions of that late aſſembly; holden 
at Perth,credit to take awpy all ſcruples: and to \2- 
risfie your conſcience anent the receiving and 
practiſing of theſe formes. 


| (26) | 

_  «T beoph. Certainly they have not (ſw. for.itis 
Kripture, and not Kirk-concluſions, which (ettles, 
avd (ai1+fies the conſcience. As for that Aſſembly, 
the unlawfull conſtitution, the violent and polted 
proceeding,and the crafty cloſing of it, wel enough 
knownto all, declares thole concluſions to have 
been, rather colluſions, and delufions. 


(ſm. What meanes the man? Doth the credit 


of that reverend Aſſembly weigh ſo light in the 
ballance of your braine ? ow; 

T beoph, 1 am not ſpeakjug fantaſie Coſss. but ve- 
rity.1 wil put in beJ/ance with that unlawful aſſem- 
bly which was ſo divided in judgement, and cov- 
{cot,all the former worthy, and well conſtitute Af- 
ſemblies, for the ſpace of moe then a Tubile of 
yeares, conſenting in one minde and mouth. Then 
leraconſtantand conſcientious hand hold ic, and 
ye (hal ſenfibly perceive,how light and little worth 
your one is inreducing theſe ſuperſtitious formes, 
in reſpe& of the weight and worth of all thoſe, in 
removing them. | 
 Cofm. Wel T heoph, ye ſhould not reaſon againſt 
the Acts of an Aﬀembly : nor fer your fſelfe as a 
Index, to cenſ ,and your ſuperiours, 

T beoph. "YE. is not I, bur many godly, 
and grave Aſſemblies reaſon againſt one preterided 
afſembly, and doe juſtly chalenge it of levty. 2nd 

rjuric for reſtoring thoſe ſo deſervedly forefalted 

omith rites. Farther, ye know,that how fever the 


Lords jnjunRios are to berecercd without queſtio- | 


ning 


| 


ping; yet the ordinances of the Kirk, are preſented 
to us,not with the neceſsi:y of belecving, bur with 
the liberty of judging. For albeit the jud;,menr'of 
juriſd\G10n, to cenſure, belongs nat to me : yet'T 
ſhouid have the judgement of diſcretion to fati: fie 


my conſcicnce, by the warrant of the word, in all 


poyrts of obedience to wy ſvperiours. 
(*ſm. Say whar you pleaſe T heoph, againſt that 


|. Afﬀe mbly, it wil ſtand, and the decrees of it wil 


have place,ay and w bile they be reduced. ; 

T beeph. Stand as it wil Cm. to the formaliſt, it 
ſbal not ſtand in my conſcience:neither ſhal the des 
crees thereof have place jn my practiſe : neither 
ſhou!d it, or the decrees tl ereof, fiand to others, 
ſecing both ir,and they, ſtand againſt all good or- 
der, and the wholſome doGrine of the word. The 
go- d pt ople perceive this : ar.d therfore they skar, 
ard «kunn«r with. the iniquity, and vanity of the 
corclu.fions therof, Where bctcre they cid ever 
willingly ſubic& themſelves tothe conſiirutions of 
cur ancient Aſſemblies, bec2uſc they evidenrly ſaw 
the equity and the urility of the concluſions, and 
lawſu. manner of their proceedings. 

Cof, Ir ſcemes then T hroph, ye mind to play the: 
ſchi\matike, and make a ſeparation : ſe: ing yee 
m*an not ro Nandrto tte judgement of our Kirk. 

T heo-ph, Your kirk («ſm. what doe you call your 
{:lves a kirk? are ye comparing a kirk ſcarſe cr- pen. 
ou: of the cradle, and 2 cripple t ating kirk, with 


2 kirk {© ancicnt , ſo honorable, and indued _ 
uc 


a. ee 
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fold experience; which ſtudied carefully to walke 
ever uprighcly according to the truth of the Goſ- 
pel? As for ſchiſme or ſeparation, it ſeems.ye vvot 
not vvhat they meane For in the-unitie both of 


: - judgement and praGiſe,we yer ſtand with the kirk 


-wherein we were baptiſed, and brought up : and 


wyhereunto we gauc our right hand of fellowſhip, . 


and band of fidelitie: which being broken by you, 
ye may juſtlic bee called ſchiſmatikes, both from 
this Kirk,and from your ſelves alſo: ſceing ye have 
broken down the beautiful walles of our Icruſa- 
Jem,and have re-edified the curſed walles of leri- 
cho. Ye have built 4 Kirk to your (elf ſtanding vp- 
on thritten rotren pillars, but painted with cere- 
montal colours, all of the workmanthip oft Rome. 
+ (ſm. Now let me heare T heoph., what ye canſay 


particularlie to the kings authoritic : may he not. 


Jwfulliz erjoyn theſe things? - + ; 
T heo, Not Coſm, ſeeing (beſide that which hath 
been fayd alreadie) they want. the warrant of the 
word : and ye know, that the book of the law of 
God,(hould lyeever open before his cyes, to lead 
him in every point and appointment of any thing 


Cithin the bounds of his authoritie) that con- 


ecrns the work of God,and his holie vvorthfp, 
Com, Sec yenot T heoph, the credit of his royall 
authoririe engaged to the advancement of theſe 
errands? Ss | 
T beoph. 1 ſee it nor (o. for it was the credit and 


COM- 
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fuch wiſedome and prudence, by long and mani- 
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edramenderions of the good and godly Kings of 
Tuday'o root out, and remove Idolatry,and all the 
monuinents thereof, from among Gods people=: 
and by the contrary, adiſcredir, and difſpraife to 
_ who cither planted, permitted, or reduced 
them, 

(»-But is he not a Prince, wiſe, learned,and res 


 ligious, without a peere. this day living upon the 


face of the carth, who would bee loath ro doc an 
thing, but that which is lawful. | 

T heoph. 1 acknowledge he is, and ſo was David, 
a moſt worthy Prince and Prophet too: yet he nees 
ded a Nathan, both ro draw him to repentance, 
andro dire him in things concerning the houſe 
of God, | FTE. 

(fm. There is not a miniſter T heoph. within bis 
dominions (yea joyn them all rogether)thar kno- 
weth ſo well what belongs to the houſe of God;as 
ke doth, ; 

T heoph. Tt may be ſo Cofmm. but T know it ſhould 
not be ſo, Every one (hould bee beſt $kild in his 
own craft, And I am ſure a ſpirituall office- bearer 
in the houſe of God ſarRified & ſet a part by him 
tothar fervice, both ſhould and wil know beſt the 
wil of his maiſter ,anent the poynts, and difcharge 
of his own calling : and likewiſe, what concernes 
the weil, good order, .and dier of the family, 2nd 
domeftickesthercot, Surely ir may ſerme ſtrange, 
and muſt ſpring either from a high preſumption of 
Elfe conceit: or from a high 1 of rhe holy 


miniſtry, 
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miniftryzthat credit ſhall begiven to every one in | 


their own calling (yea go even down to the baſeft 


mechanicks).bur-it. ſhal be denied to Miniſters in. 


their calling; they and it both being ſubje& co-the 
taſh cenſures of every raving ſpirit, ruſhing in up- 
on them, 

. Coſm. Fs he not our native and gracious King, 


T beoph. andiſhould we not in theſe things pleaſure | 


- him,and giveto:him his own due: elſe it is a token 
vye lack true love and loyaltic to him, 

T heoph. Heis Ceſws. the Lord preſerve and bleſſc 
him. We would moſt vvillingly (God is our vvits 
prſſe) pleaſure him in all things, vvherein our:king 
of kings 15 not diſpleaſed, and our conſcience dam. 
nificd. We vviil moſt glacly give to our moſt Chrt- 
ftian Calar , vvhat belongs to him : and to give 
farther, is not fadelitie, but flatterie,and ſpreading 
of anct 10 his feet: nor loyal love to his weil, but 
{cIfe love ro theworld, aiid our own privat com- 
moditic. .* # | 

-/ (oſm, I fce Conſcience is a great doer with you 

. Fhroph, incvcry thing ye pretend conſcience, con- 
ſcience. . 1 —- | 

T beoph. And 1 intend it alſo Cofe, It ſhall God 

willing, bee a doer with me, as long as I dwell in 

this rabernacle of clay. If ye count more of a great 

conqueſt then a good conſcience, ſometime ye will 

ſmart for it, 

Comſ. Wel T hroph.if ye care not for his pleaſure, 

* yecTithink ye vvill reſpeR his diſpleaſure, and _ 

Js is 


to be, oppoſite to the King in. every th 


Was : 


is Wajeſi "offence, which wil draw with it a 
ofaliy no ls upan the Church, it theſe things 
*be not yergn 

' T heaph,, We; Mp Ceſm. next unto the d pick. 
"Pie of the Aahoe God, vve moſt feare,, and 


- would faineſt fice his diſpleaſure. As for his Maje- 
Diesoffence,ye make it ro be the offerice of arger, 


not of.ignorance. For of ignorance it cannor be,in 


.rcſpett of his ſo great a meaſure of light and know- 


ledge: and of anger, it wilnot be, in reſpc& he.16 


.indued with ſo pcerls fſe vviſedom and clemencie. - 


So neither can he ſtumble through lack of light; 


either vvil he tumble over his anger,as ye ſay,up- 


on his loyal ſubje&s. SoI affirme (0m. ye deſerve 
neither Biſhoprick, nor penſion, at his Ma. band, 
for ſuch unchaticable prognoſlications. 

(oſm. It appeares T beoph. protelt as yee pleaſe, | 


that the greatreaſon, why ye wil not yceld,is, be- 


cauſe the King yvill have 1t. 301 ir.ſeems, ye delight 


T beoph. 1 fay.ye delight to calumniar Coſ.. we We re- 


yerence his vvill: but vve;muſt re n the vvil & 
.word, both of his and our king .Yea and your cat 


Donns, and Doors profefl. That reaſpn, Sc &/Þ- 


ture, and antiquity are -gainfl theſe things: and 


have nothing for you, but his Maj*ſtis Mp4 thi 
feare of his offence. Bur it ſeems ye favcur moſt * 
your own comodity, ſeing ye lock thele light cere- 
mores ſhal bring with them ſome ſolid ſubſtance 


toyou: and-ſo ye receive them as typicall. 


C2 Coſw, 
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. Cofw. But what needs all this obſtinate ftanding 
T heo. againſt matters of ceremony? I confefle,if > 
ny alteration be urged in matters of faith, wee 
ould give our lives before we yeelded. | 
| Theoph, And what aceds all this violent urging 
of martrers of ceremony, as if they were metamor. 


phoſed in matters of faith. For there is not ſuch 


danger for cop1miſsion againſt Gods ordinance, 


as for omiſsion of mans. And make what ye will | 


of them, it is roo neere marching. For they have 
made an innovation and alteration of the confeſ- 
fion of faith, ſworn and ſubſcrived by vs : ſo that a 
* new one is thruſt into the room therof, Moreover, 
whatſoever is a matter of conſcience,cannot be de- 
nied, but in ſo far, it is alſo a matter of faith. Now 
will you,or dare you ſay, that there is no conſci- 
ence to be kept in the uſing of ſuch things as may 
:defile Gods holy 'and pure worſhip. 'Bur I will 
"come ntere you, and try your faith a little Cofm, 
'He who{weareth; and for his worldly hinderance 
changeth,doth he not caſt a grear' impediment in 
'his own” way to the mountain of God? But he, 
who ſwearech for his'ſpirituall furtherance , and 
'yet chahgeth , caſteth a farre greater , if mercie 
4d refpetirance remove it not. Beleeve ye this (f. 
It is Gods word, Pſalm. 15. Belceveye that all rhe 
pt of Gods worſhip, both inward & outward, 
ſhould be dircaed' by bis word? Belceve yee that 
there (hould be no communion berwixt Chriſt and 


Belial.Theſe are matters of faith, founded on dr 
word, 


y_— 
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word. Look to your felte: for if this word rule nor 
your faith, your fancic will miſrulc all, 
(oſm. Ye muftnot ſay that theſe things urged, 
are matters of faith. bl: 
T heoph. If ye mean of your faith (om. it may bs 
it hold; the wings whereof ſecm co be {o ſore clip- 
ped,that ye cannot fly, nor ſee farther then the fire 


|. fide. Bur I muſt tell you, rake faith in what ſenſe yee 


will, whether for the do&rine of faith: or for that 


divine holy habir of the ſoule; they belong to the © 


one,as 2 part of the ſubje&: or to the other, as 2 
part of the objxxR,thar is,ye muſt beleeve,that they 
arc cither with,or againſt the word. 

Coſm. Now laſt, will ye conſider, how commen- 
dableathingit were, that the Churches of all his 
Majeſtics kingdoms were uniform 8 conform : as 
in ſubſtance,ſo alſo in ceremonies of religion. 

T beoph. It ſo it ſhould be (then it were need- 
ful that your ceremonies, to the which you would 
have us to conform, were firſt freed of fuperſiition, 
which ſhall never be. Therefore ye muſt turn you, 
and conſider where the beſt formes, the reformed 
formes are,according to the holy patterne: and ler: 
conformity be there,and ſo uniformity:elſe it may. 
be juſtly counted but a deformity. 

Cofm. Some things ye have ſayd I confeſfe, to rhe 
firſt two poynts. Now let us come to the third and; 
tat, which, Thope, will put you to your perempto- 
ries,concerning the inconveniences wil ſeize upon 
the parties urged;in caſe of diſovedience, 

C 3 T beoph. 
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If Profeſſors in publick ſtate, they will alſo looſg 
his Majrſties favour, or their place. If preachers, 
then deprivation from their miniſteric, and priyaz, 
tion,cither of bodily, or country libertie will fol- 
low,by warding confining,or baniſhment. | 
T he:-ph.O-inconvenicnt ceremonies, which dra« 
we afcer them {uch inconveniences / I ſee it is a 
Juſt complaint, which many worthy divines take 
up againſt chem, affirming that theſe indifferent 
ceremonies (as yee call them) have bred greater 
differenc2,and diviſion in the kirk,and yet do, then 
the'doarine it ſ-lfe. They have cv:r been (as. the 
ſtory of the Kirk i:: a!l ages reports) that apple of 
contention caſt in by that old and !ubtile Serpent, 
which hath vexed the Paradiſe of God. Therefore 
would to God (ſay they) that the Kirk were once 
rid, and freed of them. | 
C-ſ-m7. Tuſh, T heoph. they will b*, and will abide 


inthe Kirk when ye and I both are dead'&rorten. | 


T heoph. Thope yee thal! prove a falſe Prophet 
(:ſm:. and if ſo be, what ihall 1 ſay ? cffences muſt 
comg, but woe unto them by whom they come, 
Hereſies,ſchiſmes,2nd rroubles muſt be, that they 
vvhoare approved of God, may be known. 1,cor. 11 

| Coſm. 


—_— 
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: Ceſ=v. But anſwer to the. poynt Theeph. I per 
ceive yce would fain ſhift ir. 

 .. T beoph, | confeſſe I vvould faine (bifc your ill,if 
I could - but not an anſwer ta you. 1 vrould un» 
derſtand, by vyhat reaſon yee can enforce obedi- 
ence to. theſe things? Andif not, by what equirie, 

ecan bind their puniſhments. upon their backes - 
in caſe of non-obediences 
* .Coſmoph, It i$\\ufficient that king and kirk will 
have it ſv. 

T beoph, It is not will (oſmoph. but reaſon that I 
crave, Gods vvill, Lknow, mult aud ſhould go for 
reaſon : but mans vvil} vvants that priviledge. I 
have anſwered before ſufficiently ro that onely wil- 
argument,or vioicnt realonpf yours. 

(*ſm. Think ye it not very cquitable T heop. that 
the benefits of the Church be deniedtothoſe, who 
deny obedience to the Church: and that they may 


| bejuſily fined 1n their pnrſes, vvho will not obey 


in their perſons, the command of the King and 
Kirk ; and aft, that they are unworthy of his: Ma- 
3<ſties favour , or of a place of ſtatein his. king- 
dome, vyho will not foHow his praciiſe, and obcy 
his precept ? Q 

T hbeoph, Not ſurely (ſm. For vvhat equity is it, _ 
to deny the b-nefics of che Kirk to thoſe, vuho 
are both in, and of the Kirk; or to punilh either in 
purſe, or perſon, for obeying rather. God then 
man. As to vvorldly favour and places : it is better 
re keep Gods. fayour, then coilye mens : bcrrer 
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keepe peace in conſcience, then place in earthly 
kingdomes. by 
Coſm. Now I wil leave the Profeſſors,and come 
eo the Preachers. It will go very hardly with them, 
if they obey not. For the Church will cake their 
calling from them, and cloſe their mouth: and the 
king theirliving,and thcirliberty, 

T heo, Toat is a hard ſayirig, indeed, 8& drawes 
with it 2 great hinderance ta the free courſe of 
Chriſts Evangel! : and a furtherance to rhe Anti- 
chriſtian courſe. Yer if fo (hal be, the comfort of 
faithfull Preachers 1s, that no creature 1s able tro 
take a good conſcience, the love of God, and the 
liberty of che Spirit from them. Bur I will aske, 
what kirk is this.of yours, that will cloſe up the 
mouthes of rhe faithtull ſervants of Chriſt. The 
good people it cannot be : for they heavily regrate 
ſuch iniquity. The faithfull Paſtors it cannot bee 2 
for in none of their meetings, generall,provinciall, 
or presbyreriall, have they allowed fuch work. So 
xc reſts, that your Biſhops muſt bce this crabbed 
Kirk, who being once ſo ſokemnly baniſhed out of 
our Kirk, as belonging to that Antichriſtian crew, 
hath cropen back againe upon vs, and minds after 
this manner,co revenge the oid quarrel. Alas (om. 
if they proceed after that fort, how ſhall the rooms 
_ of honeſt Preachers be ſupplied? 

Coſm. Ye may bc ſure F heoph, they wikget anew 

-to fill their rooms, BS 
T beoph, There may be anew {ofm. and yer licele 
>; | worth, 


_ 
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worth, who will rather defile their roomes, then fil 
them; who will love the fleece better then the 
flock : who will ſtudy more to be Patrons of Epil. 
copacie, & ceremonies,to pleaſe the Biſhops: then 
paternes of pietie,charitic,and ſobriety, to profite 
the people. | 

(of. But ye muſt conſider more deeply of this 


. matter, T beoph. ye muſt not think-that your Mini- 


ers ſhould leave their calling, and forſake their 
flock,for ſuch things: that wil be an ill and ungod- 
ly doing. 

T beoph. Yemilſtake the matter very farr, (oſmop. 
for they are not kavers of their calling, but your 
Biſhops are reavers of their calling from them , 
They are not forſakers of their flockes', but your 
Biſhops are wilfull and violent ruggers of them 
from thejr flock. Fhey are patients & nor agents: 
ſufferers of violence, and not aRors in that wic- 
kedneff: : who would rather leave, and forſake 
their lives, if x lay intheir hands. Your Biſkops in- 
deed (ſw. for their worldly eaſe, profit, and pre- 
fermenr,in effe& willingly have left their former 
calling, or paſtorall charge, and violently thruſt 
honeſt men out of their places : becauſe they wilt 
not allow theireviltcourſe. t 

'oſm. Nay. but they ſhould not faffer themſelves 
to be deprived of their miniſtery,and'looſe the ex-. 
erciſe therof, for matters of this indiffcrent nature. 

T heoph, Ye muſt confefſe then (>. that farr leſſe 
Hould your Biſhops, whoſe words theſe are,deprive 


them 
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them from their miniſtery, for matters of that in« 
different nature : and if they doe, they are damned 
of them own ſelves, Tit, 3. 11. They avow aid ar- 
gue them to be matters indifferent : but they u'ge 
them as matrers. of neceſsity, and lay upon their 
omiſsion,the pain of deprivation. Therefore our 
faichfull Paſtors, who count them nor indifferent, 
may lawfully ſuffer themſelves, rather to be depri- 


ved {rom their calling, then deprive themſelves of a |' 


good conſcience, by doing any thing againſt it, 
Coſm. Let alone T heoph, I tell you over again, it 
1s betrer for them to yeild to theſe things, then to 
loole their miniſtery,or the exerciſe of it. 
 Theph. They loole no miniſtery (ſm. who keep 
agood conſcience,and give teſtimony by ſuffcring 
to Chriſts cauſe : that js a ſpeciall poynt of their 


miniſtery, when they are called toit. They ſtand | 


in the reputation of GOD, faithfull mint- 
ſters,let men account of them as they will. As to 
the cloſitig up af the exerciſe thereof, ye may per- 
cejve how the contrary will tall out. For the iber- 
tytaken.from them in their own pariſhes by mens 
malice, ts given to them in priſon, or baniſhment, 
by, Gods provicence. Albeit they be caſt in bands, 
or under baniſhment , yet Gods word: 1s not 
bound, nor baniſhed. : 

{. Befide the former, wil ye confider T heo. their 
inconveniences alſo.: they will looſe their worldly 
moyen and. inajntenance; and this yland will not 


keep ther, 
wO T heoph, 


WE. 

T beaph. Will yee-confider Corp. that the earth, 
2nd the falnefl> therof, is the Lords, and that this 
land 1s but a fiiiy angle of it. If it caſt them. our, 
and cloſe the d-zore upon them, their provident 
and gracious Lord, who hath called them, will 
caie for them, and open 1n forrain nations to them 
a wice doore for the entry of the Evangel, as exye- 


_ rience d:C'ares. They, wil never want mainttnavce, 


who have care .to.maiutaine,and entertaine a.good. 
con'cience : which is a continual feaſt. Alas (ofms; 
It 15 a.lammentable thing to ſee, how ſome learned 
men, tometume.u el} thought of, have turned nou 
both chexr tongue, and their penne, to the wrong 
hand, for worlds gain : and do due the darts of- 
thetr variable wits, unſetled judgements, and. ſale- 
rife learning; againſt.the truth, and fincere patrons 
and profeſſors, tzereof,rheir friends: where before - 
they wonero.thraw them againſt their Romiſh e- 
vemies. Your golden,or godleſſ hammer, breakes. 
all,and makes much halcing , as alſo writing-with 
the left hand. 

Coſm. Yet wil ye think T heop. what account your 
minitters ſhould make of their precious minaſtery, 


4 


. and of that worthy worke. 


T heph. There is nothing in your mourh, but 2 
Miniſtery,a Miniſtery. But T muſt tell you, a Mini- 
ſtery,and rake-a good conſcience from it, is but 2 
miſery. Waat is the price of it, when the power of 
it is gone? and the worth of it, when the verrue is. 
away? Is not grace, and a good-conſcjence the. ” 
: Qr 


ſ 


| ; 


| 


(49) 
of ir? if they be gone, it ts but a dead miniſtery,and 
fo farre better to burie ir, then to beare the dead 
burthen of ir. 

Cofm. Ye care not T heoph. for making of emptie 
pulpi's, filent miniſters, and ſo a deſtitute and de- 
ſolate people. | | 

Theo. The Lord knowes the contrary - albeit 


I confeſi:,thart pulpits are then moſt empty,when 


thoſe who occupy them, are empty.of holy humili- 


ty, heavenly wifedome, and Chriſtian courage for. 


Chriſts cauſe.Silenr ſafferings of faithfull miniſters 
for the truth, prove oft-times as profitable ro 
Gods people,to confirme them in it 2 as eloquent 
Sermons of the truth to informe them of it. That 
pe-ple is moſt deſolate, whoſe Paſtors are moſt 
diſſoluce, either in dodrine, or life. God can and 
will provide for his people, the means and inftru- 
mcnts of their comfort, as pleaſcs him beſt, 

{eſ. I am of that judgment,that a miniſter ſhould 
not ſuff.r the loſfe of his caHing for any thing, but 
for that he ſhould ſuffer the Joſle of his life. 

T heoph. And ye will not fay, that any Chriſtian 
magiſtrate wil or (hould for fuch omiſsion take his 
life:and if any would, then the caſe is altered (al- 
though the praiſe of ſuch ceremonies were indib- 


ferent) and turnd in the caſe of confeſsion, & ne- 


ceſsity, for the which one might lawfully ſuffer. 
Your judgement is not ſound Cofm. touching this 
marter: for there is great difference between doing 
& ſuffering. We may ſuffer the grateſt evill of pu- 

niſhment 


: 41) 
niſhmenr, rather then do the leaſt evil of ſfinn. We 
may commit no evill of fin, how ſmall ſoever, that 
- pood of any fortmay come of it, Now,to pratife 
theſe ſuperſtitious ceremonies, is many wayes ican- 
datous,and to give a ſcandal, is fin,or moral tran[- 
greſsion exprefly forbidden in the law. 
C. Now I have kept wy great Gun laſt, a Moonce 
which will blow up all your anſwers in the aire. 
T beo.Go ro (v. mount your Moonce: It may be 
your Gun miſ-give: or your bullet be but a windy 


bladder. 


Coſm. Have at you then Theoph. when theſe two 
divine duties,to wit, T he preaching of the Geſpell : and 
T he not prathiſing of inconvenient ceremonies (as yee call 
them)cannot both be performed rogether by your 

Paſtors: bur of the neceſsiry, if they ſtand to the 
one, they muſt fall from the other : then the grea- 


| teftand weightieſt dutie, which is the preaching of 


the Goſpel, ſhould prevaile : the libercy wherof in 
that caſe, they thould redeem even by the- practiſe 
of theſe ceremonies: and ſo let fall the leſſer dutie, 
' which is the not praGiiſing of them. 

T heop. Your great Gun ('ſzs. hath raifed a great 
ſmoke but hath doneno skaith to the cauſe. For ye 
divide between theſe two divine duties, by ſuppo= 
ſed neceſsiry, which is both wrong &weak. Wrong, 
becauſe ir 1s no divine dividing neceſsity, by any 
ordinance of Gods word, which (by the contrary) 
covples * theſe two duties rogether : but it is 
an humane dividing neceſcity , by violence of 

mans 


\ 


S (42): DEVICE TIO 

. mans enforcing authority. Weake, becauſe experi- 
ence, our ſchool-miſtreſſe, may tell you, that rhe 
Lord oftt-times keepes together, in the perſogs 
of faithful preachers theſe rwo duties in their,per- 
formance.Experience-proves this in the perſons of 
ſundry; who are violently thruſt. our.from cheirpar- 


ticular charges. Thus divine providence ſtands 


our-again{t your humane violence. Againe,forfar- - 


theranſs er, I will let you ſee the;in quality or. dif- 
Ecrent quality of theſe theſe two duti:s': To prench 
theword,is an a:firmative dutie.and.reſpedts rthe.do- 
ing \of good : Not to prathiſe. wconventont (ee 
'woonics., 1s a negative dutic, and. xcfprfts the not 
Loing of evil. Now rke aff; mative may be without 
Ain in ſome caſes, and ſomrimes and places omit- 
red : .as when one'can neither keepe, nor redeeme 


'the liberty of preaching, unleflc he enter his con- ' 


| Trinence captive to ſome one ſinne,or other. But the 


negative cannot in reſpe& of any circumſtance}, Þ 


bre omitted, without finne, Becanſe to omit the 
dutic negative” of The not prattiſing of theſe ceremo« 
w6es,is topractiſe them,and ſo ro commit a ſin: [ce- 
ing ſuperſtition and ſcandall are the two inſepara- 
ble companions thereof. So albei: the former du» 
ty ſceme weighticſt in the quality, or kind thereot: 
yetinthe knor, or band,ic1s not ſo ſtrait, and ab- 
folute,as-the other. | 
Coſm. Well then T heoph. I ſee there is no reme- 
vy, buryour Miniſters muſt goe for Virginia, and 


| 6) the Evangeliſts. . 
Py : T heoph, 


(43) 


T heoph. T count that better (om. then to play 
the Anguilliſts here, ſlipping, and ſliding to and 
' fro, by the wimples and windings of their wits,and 
wayes, ſo that, no gripe can be had, or holden of 
them. Better to preach the Goſpell of Chriſt in 
Virginia,then to practiſe the ceremonies of Anti- 


chriſt in Scotland, Oh how is the ſometimes faith- 
full nation going ov to become an harlot! Go our 
of Babel my people; and bide out of Babel: ro-re- 
turne to Rome,is but to draw on our ruine. 

(ſm. Now T heoph. ye have given an anſwer to 
all my three poynts , but not anſwerable romy 
minde. Theſe former inconveniences, which [I 
| have alledged, I ſee, muſt light upon your Mini- 
ſters. 

Theoph, No wonder Coſm. becauſe your mind is 


| in the Swines trough, not on the throne of grace. 


If theſe ills of yours light upon our Paſtors, they 
| will-be but the light and eafie yoke of Chriſt upon 
them. But the 1mpious impoſers of them, ſhall be 

one day countable ro the Prince of Paſtors for it. 

Now to cloſe with you at this time, 'Cofmophile, 
ſeeing I am not able to convert you,nor yeableto 
' pervert me, (I thanke God') you and I mul 
part company : I know, yee will retire 

your ſelfe to. your ſworne, and men- 

ſworne companions., Demas 
and Dutrepbes. 
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